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Ex-private school principal sentenced for child 
sex offences 


A former Nudgee College principal, who committed sex offences against a boy while looking after him, has avoided time in 
jail because of his medical conditions. 
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Stephen David McLaughlin’s offending was unrelated to his time at Nudgee College. 


A former principal of a leading Brisbane private boys’ school and former Christian 
Brothers leader has been sentenced to 12 months’ jail for indecently dealing with a boy, 
aged 12. 


But Stephen David McLaughlin, 69, who was found guilty by a jury of two counts of 
indecent dealing with a child under 16, under his care, will spend no time behind bars. 


McLaughlin was a Nudgee College headmaster in the late 1980s and early 1990s and was 
a Christian Brothers Queensland province leader in the 1990s. 


In 1994, then Brother Stephen McLaughlin was named in a Queensland honours list, 
with an OAM for service to education, as principal of Nudgee College, and to the 
community. 


His offending was unrelated to his time with Nudgee College and Christian Brothers, and 
occurred in the mid-2010s while he was entrusted to mind children while their father 
was at work, Brisbane District Court heard during the three-day trial. 


Judge Anthony Rafter said while he and the boy were watching television in the 
loungeroom, McLaughlin rubbed the 12-year-old’s stomach and penis area, on the 
outside of the boy’s clothing. 


McLaughlin then moved his hand under the boy’s shorts and rubbed his penis until the 
boy had an erection and ejaculated. 


The judge said the boy told his mother what had happened, and was interviewed by 
police the next day and following an investigation McLaughlin was charged in 2019. 


Judge Rafter said the sexual offences had a significant impact on the young boy. 


“His life became extremely stressful and confusing at a very young age,” Judge Rafter 
said. 


“He took drastic steps to numb his feelings, including inhaling deodorant and skipping 
school. 
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“He says he still has issues deep down and he will never be able to trust anyone around 
his daughter.” 


The victim was now jobless and depressed. 
Crown prosecutor Adrian Braithwaite said McLaughlin had shown no remorse. 
References from McLaughlin’s sisters and others were tendered at his sentence today. 


Judge Rafter said one, from a long-term associate of McLaughlin, said he had 
demonstrated a commitment to the rights of children and young people. 


The referee said he had operated from social justice and human rights principles and 
displayed ethical behaviours. 


“Your offending on this occasion, although it was a single instance, reflects a failure on 
your part to control your sexual urges,” Judge Rafter told McLaughlin. 


“You interfered with this young boy for your own sexual gratification. 


“So whilst I accept you have been committed to the rights of children and young people 
in the past, you seriously departed from that characteristic by committing the present 
sexual offences.” 


The maximum penalty for indecent dealing is 20 years, and the judge was obliged to 
impose a sentence with actual time in prison, unless there were exceptional 
circumstances. 
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Man charged over failed 540kg cocaine 
import plot wants more freedom on bail 


A man charged with importing $90 million worth of 
cocaine into Australia and attempting to import 
540 kilograms of the drug from Papua New Guinea 
wants more freedom while on bail. Here's what he 
wants. 
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